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Assembly for three-year terms, as are required to
ensure that one-half of the Trusteeship Council are
not themselves trustees of territories. Its function is
to watch over the administration and progress of trust
territories by such methods as periodic visits, provision
of questionnaires, and examination of petitions, and to
make annual reports to the General Assembly accord-
ingly. Trust territories may include existing mandates
(such as the African mandates which Britain offered
to surrender at the first meeting of the General
Assembly in January 1946), territories taken from
enemy States in the war of 1939-45, and territories
which may be voluntarily ceded by other States,
Special provision is made for strategic areas, where
final responsibility for the trust is assigned to the
Security Council.
The last two principal organs of the United Nations
require little description. The Secretariat, under a
Secretary-General appointed by the Assembly on the
recommendation of the Security Council, serves both
the Assembly and the three Councils: the appointment
of a Norwegian statesman with legal and trade union
experience as first Secretary-General suggests that one
of the best League of Nations traditions is likely to be
followed by the new world civil service. The Inter-
national Court of Justice, consisting of fifteen jurists
all drawn from different States and approved by a
majority of the Assembly and of the Security Council,
is expressly based upon the Statute of the former
Permanent Court at The Hague: that is to say, it will
be available at any time to provide a panel of judges
qualified to adjudicate on any legal dispute, arising
between States, in accordance with the principles of
international law.